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Luis Alejo is a man in a hurry. Only two years 
ago he was working as a staff attorney at the 
Monterey County Superior Court championing 
the rights of working people throughout the 
Monterey Bay area.   
 
Everything changed in 2008 when Luis saw an 
opportunity to run for office in his hometown 
of Watsonville. It wasn’t the first time that Luis 
made a simple decision that altered the course 
of his life. 
 
Luis won his first election the same day Barack 
Obama was elected President. Taking over 
75% of the vote, the now 37-year old attorney 
was elected to the Watsonville City Council and 
one year later was chosen mayor. Suddenly, the 
son of migrant workers who had struggled to 
make a better life for themselves working in 
the agricultural fields in California, was part of 
the government of his parent’s adopted home. 
 
Representing 50,000 people he grew up with 
may have satisfied some small town mayors, 
but not Luis. Concerned that the he wasn’t 
doing enough to bring new jobs to the region 
on the City Council, Luis made the choice to 
run for Assembly.  
 
But ask Luis what made his path to success 
possible and he’ll tell you, ―Gavilan 
Community College had a wrestling team.‖ 
 

Like so many young people unsure what the 
future would bring, Luis didn’t run around with 
the best crowd in high school and sometimes 
wondered if he would even graduate. Although 
he was accepted to Fresno State, when it came 
time to start college, he had second thoughts. 
 
―If I would have gone to Fresno, then what? It 
was far away from home, I didn’t know 
anybody and I didn’t know what I wanted to 
do,‖ said Luis. ―So when I saw that Gavilan 
Community College was cheaper and had a 
wrestling team, I went there instead. Being 
wrestling captain kept me in high school. I 
thought maybe it could keep me in college, 
too.‖  He went on to become the team MVP 
and was a state championship placer. 
 
Luis thrived at Gavilan, and it sparked a new 
interest in education. But it was the 1994 
murder of nine-year old Jessica Cortez in Pajaro 
that shattered his peaceful world. She and her 
16 year old brother Jorge were killed running an 
errand for their mother at the local bakery. Luis 
was just a teenager himself, but the fact that a 
gang could execute a young girl for walking on 
the street at the wrong time seemed grossly 
unfair.  
 
Every year since, he has helped organize an 
annual peace march to build awareness for gang 
and domestic violence, and get the entire 
community involved in addressing the issue. 
Luis dedicated himself to public service. He 
earned his bachelor’s degree from UC Berkeley 
and taught at-risk youth before going to law 
school at UC Davis. He then worked as an 
Assembly Fellow for Manny Diaz (D-San Jose) 
before going back to school one last time, to 
earn a master’s in education from Harvard. 
 
With Luis’s career growing as quickly as the 
strawberries his hometown is known for, it’s 
hard to say what comes next for Watsonville’s 
native son.  
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ASM Alejo with former law professor and mentor, former 
CA Supreme Court Justice Cruz Reynoso. 
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REDISTRICTING FORUM 
Providing insight into the new Redistricting Process 

 On Wednesday, March 16, the CA Latino 
Legislative Caucus convened a forum at 
the State Capitol to discuss Redistricting 
in California. The event, co-hosted by the 
Latino Caucus Institute for Public Policy 
and National Association of Latino 
Elected Officials brought together 
Legislators and community leaders to 
discuss the new Redistricting process.   
 
At the forum, the presenters touched on 
the basics of redistricting, including the 
data important to the redistricting 
process, the role of the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965 in protecting California’s 
underrepresented communities, and the 
new Citizens Redistricting Commission, 
which was established by California 
voters in November 2008.  The Voters 
FIRST Act shifted the responsibility for 

redrawing California’s Legislative district 
boundaries from lawmakers to a new 
independent 14-member Citizens 
Redistricting Commission.   
 
This month and next, the Commission 
will travel throughout California and host 
public input hearings where community 
members can provide testimony as to 
how they feel their districts should look.  
At the end of May, with the public input 
in mind, the Commissioners will draw a 
first draft of the new Legislative 
boundaries.  This is however, only the 
beginning of the process.   
   
For more information on the rest of the 
Redistricting process, please visit 
http://wedrawthelines.ca.gov  

 

Latino Leaders 
Reception  

Long Beach  
(March 10, 2011) 

PUENTE PROGRAM 
“Sí Se Puede” is the motto and drive behind the Puente Project 

 Now celebrating its 30th Anniversary, The 
Puente Project’s innovative combination 
of accelerated writing instruction, 
intensive academic counseling and 
mentoring has helped thousands of 
California’s students achieve their 
academic dreams of going to college. 
 
The Puente Project was founded at 
Chabot Community College in 1981 by 
Felix Galaviz and Patricia McGrath who 
saw the need to provide culturally-
sensitive educational strategies to ensure 
students would not drop out.  The 
success of the first year pilot led to the 
development of numerous other 
community college programs in the state 
and its implementation at a number of 
high schools.  Currently, The Puente 
Project is at 33 high schools and 58 
community colleges in California. 
 
The mission of the Puente Project is to 

increase the number of educationally 
underserved students who: 1) Enroll in 
four-year colleges and universities, 2) Earn 
college degrees, and 3) Return to the 
community as mentors and leaders of 
future generations.   
 
“Puentistas” at community college take a 
rigorous two-course English class 
sequence from a Puente-trained teacher, 
work closely with a Puente-trained 
counselor to prepare an academic plan, 
and are assigned mentors who serve as 
positive role models.    
 
The Puente Project has transformed lives 
through bridging educational 
opportunities for students that may 
normally not get an opportunity to go to a 
four year university.  As Ernesto 
Vasques—Puente Program graduate from 
Riverside Community College ’94—said  
―Puente built a support system of familia 
that allowed me to succeed‖.   
 

http://wedrawthelines.ca.gov/
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ANNA CABALLERO 
New Secretary of State and Consumer Services 

 

LATINO WATER CHAMPIONS 
Award Presented to Latino Caucus by the CA Latino Water Coalition & ACWA 

 

                                        Ana Caballero, a  
                                        former member  
                                        of the California  
                                       State Assembly,  
                                        has been named  
                                        CA Secretary of  
                                        the State and  
                                        Consumer  
                                        Services Agency. 
   
Ms. Caballero began her career as a staff 
attorney working for the California Rural 
Legal Assistance (CRLA).  Here she 
advanced the lives of low income 
farmworkers by providing them with legal 
representation.  Her tenure with the CRLA 
was cut short when the Reagan 
Administration placed severe restrictions 
on their legal services.  It was a lesson that 
would later prove key in her decision to 
run for public office. 
 
Undeterred, Ms. Caballero did the 
seemingly impossible for a Latina from 
Salinas, she with two other partners 
founded a law firm.  Each member was 
bilingual and committed to provide high 
quality legal services for working families.  
Her accomplishments were recognized by 

local business and community leaders 
receiving 12 awards including: Outstanding 
Woman in Monterey County and Business 
Woman of the Year. 
 
Her commitment to public service never 
wavered, and during this same period she 
served for 5 years on the Planning 
commission and 15 years as a council 
member and Mayor, for the City of 
Salinas.  She then took a leave of absence 
from her law practice to act as the E.D. of 
a youth violence prevention program.  
After 6 years she ran and was elected to 
represent her community in the CA State 
Assembly.  Ms. Caballero received 10 
awards for her outstanding legislative 
accomplishments, including an honor from 
the Association of California Water 
Agencies recognizing her contribution to 
securing passage of a historic water 
package. 
 
In her new role she will be responsible for 
civil rights enforcement, consumer 
protection and the licensing of 2.4 million 
Californians in more than 255 different 
professions. 
 

Two years removed from the negotiations 
to put an $11.1 billion water bond on the 
ballot, Latino Caucus Legislators were 
awarded recognition at the State Capitol 
on Wednesday, March 23.  Although the 
water bond initiative has since been 
pushed back to November 2012, the effort 
from Members of California’s Latino 
Legislative Caucus has not been forgotten.   
 
The CA Latino Water Coalition, in 
conjunction with the Association of 

California Water Agencies (ACWA), 
presented Members of the Latino Caucus 
with Latino Water Champion Awards at 
the luncheon.   
 
In attendance was former Assemblywoman 
Anna Caballero, who played an integral 
role in the 2010 water bond negotiations, 
Paul Rodriguez, Chairman of the California 
Latino Water Coalition, and various 
Mayors of cities throughout California.  
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Water Coalition 
Luncheon  

(March 23, 2011) 
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ONLINE RESOURCES 
 

Website: http://www2.legislature.ca.gov/latinocaucus/  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=57405266134   

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/user/LatinoCaucus  
Twitter: http://twitter.com/latinocaucus (@latinocaucus)  

Photo-Album: http://picasaweb.google.com/CA.LatinoCaucus  
 

 
If you have any questions regarding the newsletter, please contact Armando Chavez at Armando.Chavez@asm.ca.gov  

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 
 
 
 
 

For more information about upcoming events, please contact Armando Chavez at (916) 319-2056. 
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DID YOU KNOW?   
 
 

A Latino named Reginaldo Francisco del Valle played a vital role in the founding of UCLA and post-
secondary state education. Del Valle, who was born in California in 1854 to an immigrant Mexican 
family, grew up at a time when California was undergoing massive historical change.  Despite his 
family’s immigrant status and underprivileged background, Del Valle managed to grow up to be very 
educated and successful.  He started up his own law firm in 1877 and was elected to the State 
Assembly in 1880. 
 
At this time, Southern California was much less densely populated than Northern California and 
consequentially less institutionally developed.  Once he began his first-term, Del Valle immediately 
began lobbying to develop a post-secondary education institution in Los Angeles. At the time, higher 
education institutions were located exclusively in the San Francisco Bay Area, and Southern 
California needed universities in order to create jobs and train its quickly growing job market 
potential. 
 
In 1881, after years of lobbying and political bargaining, Del Valle emerged victorious on his SB 
187—an initiative to establish a branch normal school in Los Angeles, with a 46 to 23 vote, which 
was immediately signed into law by Governor George C. Perkins on March 14, 1881. Del Valle even 
went further to ensure the goals and needs of the new school were met, by passing AB 450, which 
repealed twelve sections of the California state penal code in order to allow autonomous governance 
of the new Los Angeles branch normal school. 
 
However, in 1919, AB 450 was repealed, which allowed the University of California to absorb the 
Los Angeles branch normal school. The school was then moved to the Westwood district, renamed 
UCLA, and was commemorated without a single mention of Del Valle’s name. There was relatively 
little information available about him until Dr. David E. Hayes-Bautista of the UCLA faculty 
published Reginaldo Francisco del Valle: UCLA’s Forgotten Forefather in 2006. Since this 2006 publication, 
efforts continue to be made to have UCLA pay their respects to not just their Latino founder, but 
arguably the most important figure in the history of Southern California’s post-secondary education. 

 

April 14 (Thurs) 
6:00 pm 

Regional Hispanic Institute Reception Featuring Latino Caucus 
Location: Café Sevilla – 140 Pine Ave.  Long Beach, CA 

April 26 (Tues) 
 

Hispanas Organized for Political Equality (HOPE) Latina Action Day  
Location: Sacramento, CA 
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Reginaldo Francisco del Valle 

The Los Angeles branch of 
California State Normal 

School, in 1881 

Reginaldo Francisco del Valle 
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